
Understanding achievement 
versus growth in Metro schools

Students in some high-poverty schools – Paragon Mills 
and Amqui, for example – gain far more than one year of  
academic growth per year in school. The longer students 
stay in such schools, the more they move up relative to 
state and national achievement averages. By contrast, 
students in other high-poverty schools fall further behind 
relative to their state and national peers. See Joelton and 
Old Center as examples.

The same holds true with low poverty schools. The 
longer students stay in a school like Lockeland or Meigs, 
for example, the more they move up relative to state and 
national averages. In Eakin or Harpeth Valley, however, 
the opposite happens. The longer students stay, the more 
they move down relative to state and national averages.

Over a 12 year school career, these differences 
in growth can result in profound differences in 
achievement. 

• Sixty percent of  Tennessee’s fi rst-time entering 
college freshmen need remedial/developmental 
studies. Many have attained only 8th and 9th grade 
levels of  achievement despite 12 or more years of  
schooling.

•  In the September 2008 study titled Diploma to 
Nowhere, Governor Roy Romer’s Strong American 
Schools Foundation says simply that “A hoax is 
being played on America.” 

If  the achievement levels of  Metro students are to 
improve, more effective instruction, confi rmed through 
higher TVAAS scores at more schools, is indispensable.

ECF is working to highlight the availability and application of  
value-added data in Tennesee; see the website below to learn more, 
or contact Dr. J.E. Stone (professor@education-consumers.org) to 
learn how you can support the Foundation’s efforts.

About the Chart

• Each dot represents a Metro elementary or middle 
school

• Dots to the right have higher average achievement 
levels, as measured by TCAP performance

• Dots toward the top have higher yearly achievement 
growth (i.e., help students learn more per year), as 
measured by TVAAS performance

• Dot colors represent poverty level of  the 
student body: Red=high, black=low, and 
green=intermediate

Facts and Conclusions

On the whole, schools deserve neither blame nor 
credit for the average achievement level of  their 
student body as measured by TCAP profi ciency scores. 
It is governed mostly by the poverty level of  the students 
that are assigned. Notice that the high poverty schools 
(red dots) are mostly to the left and the low poverty 
schools (black dots) mostly to the right.

High poverty students enter a school months and 
years behind their peers in terms of  education-related 
knowledge and skills. See Schwab or Napier elementary, 
for example. Low-poverty students enter a school well 
ahead of  their peers, as seen with Meigs Magnet and Martin 
Luther King, for example.

Schools do deserve blame or credit for the annual 
amount of  achievement growth made by their 
students as measured by TVAAS scores. It is governed 
mostly by the effectiveness of  instruction used by the 
teachers, not by poverty. Given the way that scores are 
calculated on Tennessee’s Value-Added Assessment 
System (TVAAS), schools can be directly compared 
regardless of  differences in their students.

To learn more about ECF’s Tennessee Project, visit:

www.education-consumers.org
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